
Creating a Human Connection in an AI World
with Yellowdig 

This innovative approach has increased participation, connected course content to real life, and empowered quieter students to
actively contribute, enhancing their sense of belonging and learning experience.

Perks of Using Yellowdig 
Social media, feed-like platform 
Topic tags guide student discussion
Helps students connect course content to their own real-life examples and continue
the discussion beyond the parameters of the class/lecture

Students continue unprompted research from guest speaker presentations
Different than Canvas Discussion Board

 Seen as place to connect to peers, the instructor, and the content of the course. 
Attached videos or photos highlighting what they did over the summer as an
icebreaker activity
Post about recent events using photos, videos, or incorporate web links 
Ask classmates feedback through polling questions

Low cost - $14-16/student

Impact on AEC3030C: Effective Oral Communication for
Agricultural and Life Sciences

Results
High conversation ratio

Depth of conversation & member
participation

Aim for 8.0 → we got 11.80! 
Community Health Report &
Networking Graph

Quickly identify students not
recently active or not engaging in
others’ conversations

Yellowdig support team
Value reports help further assess
data, identifying conversation
depth, engagement, participation

Dr. Heather Young
Agricultural Education and

Communication 

heather.young@ufl.edu

Fosters community and engagement
Helps create a sense of community and belonging, particularly for the online distance learners, & the in-
person students’ connection and community with each other 
Can pull student statements from Yellowdig discussion and anonymize them to share with guest speakers

Allowing speakers to reflect on their presentation to determine if key messages were grasped
Unintended impact was the voice it has given students, typically quiet and unnoticed, due to fear of
speaking up in class 

Allowed quiet student space to reflect on the ‘safe feeling’ my lab provided her, unknowingly finding
a wealth of supporting feedback and agreement with her feelings from fellow classmates 


