Selecting a Topic Based on a Subject
Instructors: The example below is based on choosing bands for a music festival based on a given theme. Please use this is as a starting place to get your students started on the Google Docs project you have assigned to them.
Here are some tips to help you get started on your project.  There is no right way to come up with your topic, but here are some tips to get started.

Getting Started

· Think about the subject you have been assigned.

· Brainstorm! Write down any words or ideas that relate to the subject as they come to mind.

· Start as soon as possible, as ideas may come to you when you least expect them.

Next steps
· Type your words into an online thesaurus (Thesaurus.com, Wordsmyth.net).

· Write down any other words from this search that may fit your subject.

· Enter your words into a Google search in the following ways:
· Word + subject

· Word + other words relating to your subject
Searching for a Music Style 

Now that I have a vision of what I want, how do I find it? Wikipedia has a terrific list of every sort of music style you could think of along with a description of what that style entails. Go to Wikipedia.com and skim through the lists.

Choose another Group 

Once you have found your first group, you can find other musicians by: 

· Searching within that style for other artists using Grooveshark or another music website. 

· Do a Google search for that style and see what artists turn up. 

· Try searching words that apply to your first artist’s work. 

Remember that as long as you can justify how the artist’s work supports your theme, anything goes! 

Linking to the music 

Many music websites have a way to export a link to a recording. 

· In Grooveshark, click on the song’s icon at the bottom of the page (this will appear when you choose a song to listen to).
· Click on the envelop icon and a window with the Direct URL will appear. 

· Copy and paste this link into your presentation. 

Example


If my theme is “Pink Flamingos” the things that come to my mind are about warm sunny days in the south. These are the words that represent those ideas. 


Florida, birds, bright, sunshine, dance, island, tropical 


I particularly like the word “tropical” and I envision a concert that takes place outdoors on a hot summer night with a party atmosphere.





Example


Looking at the style list in Wikipedia, I see some styles that may suit my event. 


A check of Miami Bass tells me that it is Hip hop, Electro—not quite what I had in mind. 


Bossa nova is a cool jazz, samba style –definitely a possibility. If I page down on the Wikipedia page, there is a list of bossa nova artists. Some of the artists have links to websites. 


Now I can type the style “Bossa Nova” into the search feature of Grooveshark.com. I listen to some of the songs that come up and decide that I was hoping for something with a bit more of an upbeat tempo. 


So back to my styles list in Wikipedia and I find a style called Carimbó which is dance music of Belém, Brazil. And I think, yes, dance music, that’s what I want. 


When I type Carimbó into the Grooveshark search I come up with a song titled Carimbó Do Moura and I think—that’s it!








